


S URELY the grisly 26-second film strip of 
President John F. Kennedy’s assassina- 
tion is the most extraordinary amateur 
movie ever made, but is it worth $16 million 
to American taxpayers as a sad memento? 

A federal arbitration panel thought so, and 
this week ordered the government to pay the 
heirs of Abraham Zapruder, the man who 
captured the tragic moments on film. 

The graphic footage of Kennedy being 
shot in the head while riding in a Dallas ! 
motorcade on Nov. 22, 1963, is indelibly 
etched in America’s memory. It is the most 
complete visual recording of the murder. 
Two years ago, the Assassination Records 

t ^ f qrffi 


Review Board declared the film strip public 
property, requiring the government to reim- 
burse the Zapruders for its market value. 

The Zapruders argued that the film was a 
unique cultural and airtistic icon worth at 
least $30 million at auction. The Justice De- 
partment said the fragile, six-foot-long cellu- 
loid strip was worth only $1 million. 

The arbitration panel split the difference. 

That’s fine for the Zapruders, but it would 
have been smarter to return their film and let 
them auction it off themselves. 

That would have saved taxpayers $16 mil- 
lion, which seems a lot for a piece of historic 
film too fragile to go through a projector. 



